
February 7, 2012

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: LightSquared Petition for Declaratory Ruling
IB Docket No. 11-109; ET Docket No. 10-142

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf of Karma Mobility Inc., I am writing in support of the Petition for 
Declaratory Ruling filed by LightSquared Inc. on December 20, 2011 and placed on public 
notice by the Commission on January 27, 2012.  

Our brand Karma will be launching as a simple mobile provider that allows 
anyone on the road to stay connected thanks to our mobile hotspot. We aim to re-invent the 
telecom industry, starting with trips. In doing so, we have signed an agreement with 
Lightsquared to launch on their future 4G LTE network. I urge the FCC to fully support 
Lightsquared in offering their services, and fear for the future of the telecom industry where it 
not allowed to do so.

I myself am a Dutch entrepreneur, located in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
However, most of my business is conducted in the United States, and with good reason. I do so 
with great admiration for your country and the values it holds regarding innovation and fostering 
businesses. It is because of that reason that our company Karma is launching in the US before all 
other countries. 

My fear is that if Lightsquared where not able to launch, this would absolutely 
destroy this amazing climate which your government, and the FCC, have spend years trying to 
create. We are in a point in history where two major advancements can be made.

1. Equal opportunity competition

Mobile telecom operators need to be challenged if consumers are to get a better type of mobile 
communication, one that is both simple and honest. The Silicon Valley ethos has learned us 
that small startup companies, often not larger than three people, can provide this competitive 
edge. By allowing parties like that into the telecom market, Lightsquared has opened up a new 
era of mobile competition.



2. Software innovation

As Mark Andreessen, renowned entrepreneur and venture capitalist, wrote recently in The 
Wall Street Journal1: software is eating the world. More and more aspects of our daily lives are 
forever changed by not hardware or physical objects, but by applications and the software that 
built them. Lightsquared allows companies focused on software to enter the telecom market, 
and innovate solely on the way the user interacts with their mobile device instead of the device 
itself. This is unique in the history of mankind, and I believe that the USA can help accelerate 
this phenomenon.

The FCC was in essence made to preserve both competition and innovation. 
Where Lightsquared not to receive operation capability because of opaque political issues and 
failing inter-governmental communication, I believe the FCC would abandon its nature. In a time 
where the economy of the United States is in a state of constant stress, this is the time where it 
can be a frontrunner on an international stage. This is the time to act.

As a startup entrepreneur, as a mobile consumer, as a world citizen, I write to you 
in the hope that competition and innovation can once again enter the world of mobile 
communication. 

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Gaal
CEO & Co-founder
Karma Mobility Inc.

1 http://on.wsj.com/wr8oEf


